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Rachel's humility did not make her forget her interests. In
the agreement made with the Theatre Francais, Mademoiselle
Rachel was entitled to a perquisite of 500 francs for every
time she chose to appear more than twice a week. She took
care, therefore, to join the procession in " Le Bourgeois Gen-
tilhomme," on every occasion claiming the 500 francs for this
mute performance of a few minutes. The committee, how-
ever, deeming this too expensive a walk across the stage, dis-
puted the payment. From that time the tragedienne declined
appearing in the show, even on the occasion of Moliere's birth-
day. No pay, no walk.
CHAPTER VI.
1839.
A Step higher in private Life.—The Maimed Stndent and a Scene in
"Les Horaces." — The Friendship of the Great.—L'Abbaye aux.
Bois.—Madame Recamier.—The Jewish Actress and a Dignitary of
the Church.—A Stranger to Venus.—Rachel in Comedy.—"Esther."
the prosperous state of their finances now enabled the
Felix family to indulge in the comforts, if not the luxuries of
life. In the winter of 1839, the mean lodgings they had hith-
erto occupied were exchanged for better ones on a second floor
of the Passage Verot Dodat. This apartment Rachel's earn-
ings enabled them to furnish respectably, and she had a room
to herself for the first time. The chief ornament of this room,
which was long, lofty, and narrow, consisted in th,e trophies
she had won. To the three curtain poles of the bed were hung
three garlands decorated with ribbons, bearing devices em-
broidered in gold recording her success. Other similar crowns
•were hung on the walls. The room of her parents was next
to her own, and was furnished in a manner that to them was
quite luxurious, yet they took possession of it as though ac-
customed to it all their life.
It was about this time that Rachel introduced into the rble
of Camille the by-play that is so effective in the second scene
of the fourth act, when Valere is describing the combat of the
Horatii and the Curiatii. The following incident suggested
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